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Teaching Philosophy 

 

I truly enjoy teaching, and I feel fortunate to have the opportunity to bring together my 

passion for scholarship, my commitment to social justice, and my dedication to mentoring in my 

profession.  My pedagogical goals are threefold: to encourage students to develop a critical 

analysis, to train students to articulate a coherent argument, and to help students link their 

intellectual interests to concrete social change outside of the classroom.  I am committed to 

creating a collaborative learning environment in my courses.  I invite students to take an active 

role in their learning process, which I foster through collaborative projects, peer mentoring, 

student self-evaluations, and student-facilitated discussions.  I integrate midterm feedback and 

other course evaluation methods into my courses in order to establish a more dialogic 

relationship with my students.  My written assignments are structured to encourage students to 

cultivate critical analytical skills and gain experience doing scholarly research.  My courses 

encourage an analysis of a range of visual and written texts, including theoretical texts, 

film/video, performance, and websites. Overall, my goal is to guide students in acquiring a 

critical language for engaging with the world around them. 

My teaching is grounded in a feminist pedagogy which centers on an intersectional 

analysis of racial, gender, sexual, and class difference.  I argue that the politics of knowledge 

production matter in both intellectual and activist contexts.  In particular, my courses require 

students to interrogate the relationship between one’s social location and the production of 

knowledge.  In addition, my courses are designed to encourage students to think of themselves as 

both scholars and social change agents, rather than passive recipients of knowledge.  I aim to 

create a classroom environment in which all students feel empowered to speak and write as 

scholars in their own right. 

As a scholar-activist, I emphasize the relationship between a rigorous theoretical training 

and social justice activism within my courses. Each fall, I teach the required practicum course, 

“Feminist Practices,” in the Women’s and Gender Studies Department at Keene State College. 

For this class, I developed a community partnership with the Cheshire County Jail, where my 

students facilitate critical discussion groups on gender and the media with male and female 

inmates. I have also developed community partnerships with Planned Parenthood of Northern 

New England and the Monadnock Center for Violence Prevention. These experiential learning 

projects give students the opportunity to put theory into practice, while gaining concrete 

leadership and facilitation skills. My student have worked with Planned Parenthood on several 

projects, from organizing educational forums on reproductive rights within state and local 

elections to doing community outreach about the Affordable Care Act. Students at Keene State 

College are largely first generation college students from rural areas in New England. In addition 

to expanding their horizons, my course give students the opportunity to link feminist scholarship 

with actual work in their communities.  

I am especially committed to mentoring women, queer and transgender students, and 

students of color.  I have participated in several mentoring programs at U.C. Santa Cruz that 

support students from underrepresented communities.  Through the Educational Opportunity 

Program at U.C. Santa Cruz, I assisted students of color and first-generation college students in 

their preparation for graduate studies.  More recently, I have served as a mentor to students from 

underrepresented communities through the Office of Multicultural Affairs at Keene State 

College. My participation in several pedagogy and course design workshops through the Center 
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for Teaching Excellence at U.C. Santa Cruz and the Teaching and Learning Initiative at Bryn 

Mawr College demonstrates my continuing commitment to refining my skills as a teacher and 

mentor. 

  

  

Teaching Experience and Areas of Expertise 

  

My teaching experience is broad, ranging from introductory courses to graduate 

seminars, at several institutions, including Bryn Mawr College, the University of California at 

Santa Cruz, Portland State University, and Keene State College. I have taught a broad range of 

courses within queer studies, women's and gender studies, and American studies, including 

"Queer Theory," "Queer Globalization," "Queer of Color Visual Culture," "Gender, Nation, 

Diaspora," "Transnational Feminisms," "Women of Color Feminisms," "Introduction to 

Women's and Gender Studies" and "American Studies Research Methods: Race, Sex, Empire." 

My interdisciplinary graduate training in the History of Consciousness and Feminist Studies 

Departments at the University of California at Santa Cruz has given me a broad and theoretically 

rigorous foundation for teaching.  My teaching and research in studies of sexuality, gender, race, 

and ethnicity, as well as my background in feminist, poststructuralist, and postcolonial 

theoretical frameworks, prepare me to teach a broad range of courses in queer studies, women’s 

and gender studies, and American studies. My experience teaching both upper and lower division 

courses at a range of levels, from introductory survey courses to advanced seminars, gives me a 

broad pedagogical background that would make me a valuable addition to your department. 

 

 


